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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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 Betsy Pierson, Chair           Julie Deschenes Co-Chair                    Fern Beathard , Secretary                         

 740-703-1645                      937-776-6235                                         740-634-2799   

prsn@horizonview.net          jldmad2017@gmail.com                        overlookhillsfarm@gmail.com

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                                                                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor

  740-988-2073                                                                                   740-851-9127

 jmeach42@gmail.com                                                                   tshoe140@horizonview.net        

Hello all!

   We met at the Kaldmo Farm for a tour, feast, hayride, and a short meeting. John gave great directions 
and also posted signs at critical points. I don't think anyone got lost!
   What a beautiful and well-kept Farm! Bought primarily as a hunting location, it has morphed into a 
lovely home away from home. John and his wife Ginny and extended family have made a good 
woodland management plan. They enlisted the help of Wayne Oney and are following their well-
thought-out cooperative plan.
   Betsy called our meeting to order. All factions reported no changes. Tim Shoemaker was not able to 
be present, having some health issues. We all wish him well. Come back next month Tim please!
   We had 20 members in attendance. Thanks to Julie for heading up our last two meetings! Good job. 
We still missed you, Betsy. Lots of bobcat and a few bear sightings were reported. Maybe we'll see 
some in photos next month.
   Betsy introduced our first Speaker, Kyle Busch. He is a Forester for Chillicothe Mead / Glatfelter / 
Pixel company. Kyle has a degree in science and Forestry from a university in Kentucky. He has 
worked for the Company for 5 years. Many types of paper are produced there from pulpwood. Timber 
is purchased largely within a 100-mile radius of Chillicothe. Aerial photos are largely used to locate 
stands of timber within that radius that appear to be of the correct size and species for their purposes.
   After locating interested property owners, contracts are offered and loggers are hired. Title searches, 
environmental regulations and best management practices are followed.
   Kyle gave us lots of information regarding the benefits of clear-cutting, which is a major source of 
pulpwood. This allows for sun exposure which is needed for Oak, Hickory, and Poplar regeneration. 
Any branches, leaves and brush left-behind create good habitat for wildlife and fertilizer for the soil as 
it decays. Streamside buffer zones protect the aquatic life and keep the banks stable.
   Our next speaker was Tom Brown. He is an OFA certified logger and also serves on the board of the 
Ohio Forestry Association. He is a fifth-generation logger. He and his crews have attended cutting 
classes and best management practices classes. He has been logging for 30 years. His crews are 
"chainsaw fellers". They carry workman's compensation and liability insurance and always work using 
contracts. They employ "strip timbering" where possible to avoid multiple roads and soil compaction. 
                                                                                              Cont'd

AUCTION!!
Remember November is our Auction for Camp Canopy Scholarship fund!

“ANYTHING” that you have laying around, that someone might be interested in, is fair
game. Weather it's worth $1 or $?? (Priceless), one persons junk is another's treasure!   
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SOFA Tentative schedule for 2019

November 14th …..................Open Mic / Photo Contest / Camp Fund Auction

December 12th …..................Annual Membership Meeting and Christmas Party

                                                       Cont'd
   Good logging practices include : windrowing topsoil into piles to be replaced and reseeded when finished. 
Loading and hauling timber only in dry conditions. Consider weight limits and road conditions to hall logs to the 
sawmill. The logger may need to pay a bond for road repairs.
   Wayne Oney gave a speaking tour on our hayride. He explained where and why the Kaldmos made their 
management plans. He made three good points for us to remember and consider. 1: seek information and educate 
yourself, either by attending training or hiring a professional. 2: develop a plan for the long-term management of 
your property. What do you want the property to look like in 5, 10, 20 years? Be prepared for adjustments due to 
Mother Nature, diseases, severe weather Etc. 3: Implement your plan!
   After the clear-cut, Foresters can help identify and control invasive species, using the correct herbicides for 
specific species. Reseeding works best when applied within one week of grading soil Etc.
   Many thanks again to all our speakers, participants, and all those who attended. Thanks especially to our 
wonderful host family!

                                                                     Happy trails, Fern

   A senior citizen from Dayton, Ohio drove his brand new Corvette stingray convertible out of the 
dealership. Taking the on ramp north on I 75, he floored it to 80 mph enjoying the wind blowing 
through what little gray hair he had left. 
   “Amazing,” he thought as he flew down I 75, pushing the pedal even more. Looking in his rear-view 
mirror, he saw a State Trooper behind him, lights flashing and sirens blaring. He floored it to 100 MPH, 
then 120, then 150. Suddenly, he thought, “What am I doing? I’m too old for this,” and pulled over to 
await the troopers arrival. Pulling up behind him, the trooper walked up to the Corvette, looked at his 
watch, and said “Sir, my shift ends in 30 minutes. Today is my Friday. If you can give me a reason I’ve 
never heard before, I’ll let you go.” 
   The old gentleman paused. Then he said, “years ago my wife ran off with a Ohio State Trooper. I 
thought you were bringing her back.”
   “Have a good day Sir,” replied the trooper. 
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S.O.F.A. Resource

Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester
Vinton, Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596  ext  109

Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester
Jackson, Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester
Fayette, Clinton, Highland, Pike,

 Fayette
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Forester
Athens, Morgan, Washington,

Perry 
740-596-1102

Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Jason Van Houten, DNR Forester
Madison, Franklin

614-265-6703
Jason.VanHouten@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-710-3009 

apsley.1@osu.edu   

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto

614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

“A DAY IN THE WOODS” 2019 SCHEDUAL

NOVEMBER 8th   Winter Tree Identification @ Zaleski State Forest   ODNR Complex

                                                            Registration Required,  Contact :
David Apsley   Natural Resources Specialist
College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences     Ohio State University Extension
17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640    740-710-3009 Mobile       apsley.1@osu.edu

If You Come Across A Bent Tree In The Forest, Start
Looking Around Immediately

by Cailyn Finkel 9/14/2017 
   As the blistering summer weather cools, it's only natural that we want to go outside and 
explore a bit more. But before you strap on your hiking boots and grab the bug spray, there's 
something you need to know about one of nature's hidden secrets.
   According to the national American Forests website, bent trees are a clear Native American 
trail markers. Indians used to strap the trees down and allow them to grow so the bend 
became permanent.
 The site explains that this method was popular with Native American tribes all across the 
land and that the form has stuck around years after the trees were bent as saplings:
   Many of the bent trees you see while exploring the great outdoors are nature's doing (like 
the image you see below). A vast majority of the trees bent by Native Americans decades and 
decades ago have a noticeable nose, or notch that juts out at the end of the bend (seen above).
This was created by inserted a piece of the tree into a hole and allowing the tree to grow 
around it.
   In addition to the nose, there's another small detail that can help you differentiate nature's 
wonder and man-made markers. If you look at the top part of the inner bed, you'll also be 
able to see scars from where the straps were placed when the trees were young!
   Unfortunately, many of these trail marker trees are 150 to 200 years old - this means their 
lifespan is coming to a close and they are more and more likely to be destroyed by the 
expanding human population.
   That's why the Mountain Stewards website was created. The site mapped out more than 
1,000 bent trees all over the country and documented exactly where they were. 
   Hopefully people young and old rush out to see these incredible bits of American history 
before they're gone!

http://www.americanforests.org/blog/trail_trees/

   My husband and I went through the McDonald's driveway window and I gave the cashier 
a $5 bill. Our total was $4.25, so I also handed her 25c.
She said, 'you gave me too much money.'
   I said, 'Yes I know, but this way you can just give me a dollar back.'
She sighed and went to get the manager who asked me to repeat my request.
   I did so, and he handed me back the 25c, and said 'We're sorry but we don’t do that kind 
of thing.' The cashier then proceeded to give me back 75 cents in change.
                           Do not confuse the people at MacD's.
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Poison Hemlock and Wild Parsnip are going to Seed in Southern Ohio 
Authors Erik Draper and Joe Boggs Published on June 21, 2019

 
    Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum) and wild parsnip (Pastinaca sativa) are two of our nastiest non-native weeds found 
in Ohio. Poison hemlock can kill you while wild parsnip may make you wish you were dead. Both are commonly found 
growing together and continuously wet conditions caused both to flourish this growing season. The size of some infestations 
has been remarkable.
    Poison hemlock and wild parsnip are members of the carrot family, Apiaceae. The old name for the family was 
Umbelliferae which refers to the umbel flowers. They are a key family feature with short flower stalks rising from a common 
point like the ribs on an umbrella. In fact, the origins of both umbel and umbrella can be traced to the Latin word umbra 
which means shadow or shadow.
    Poison hemlock produces white flowers on stalks that create a more rounded look; perhaps a bit more like an umbrella. 
Wild parsnip has intense yellow flowers with the stalks producing a more flat-topped appearance.
Both are biennial weeds meaning that it takes two years for plants to produce seed. 
    During their second year, plants "bolt" by producing erect, towering stalks and multi-branched stems topped with umbel 
flowers. Mature wild parsnip plants may top 6' tall while poison hemlock plants can tower to as much as 8 - 10' tall. Both are 
prolific seed producers
    Wild parsnip plants have leaves that look vaguely like celery, another member of the carrot family. Mature plants have a 
single, thick, deeply grooved, greenish-yellow stem that sprouts lateral branches topped with flowers.  
All stages of poison hemlock plants have bluish-green leaves that are 3-4 times pinnately compound. The deeply cut parsley-
like leaflets have sharp points. Flowering plants have hairless, light-green to bluish-green stems that are covered with obvious
reddish-purple blotches. However, the blotches may occasionally coalesce to cause stems to appear an almost solid color.Why Should You Care?
Poison hemlock is one of the deadliest plants in North America. Plants contain highly toxic piperidine alkaloid compounds, 
including coniine and gamma-coniceine, which cause respiratory failure and death in mammals. The roots are more toxic than
the leaves and stems; however, all parts of the plant including the seeds should be considered dangerous.
The toxins must be ingested or enter through the eyes or nasal passages to induce poisoning; they do not cause skin rashes or 
blistering. Regardless, this plant should not be handled because sap on the skin can be rubbed into the eyes or accidentally 
ingested while handling food.
    Wild parsnip sap contains psoralens which are naturally occurring phytochemicals grouped in a family of organic 
compounds known as linear furanocoumarins. Psoralens kill epithelial skin cells by inserting themselves into the DNA in the 
cell's nucleus. These are the cells responsible for protecting us from long-wave ultraviolet radiation (LWUVR) that bombards 
us in sunlight. 
    Severe blistering occurs when skin affected by the psoralens is exposed to LWUVR. The synergistic effect is called 
phytophotodermatitis (a.k.a. Berloque dermatitis) and the burn-like symptoms, as well as skin discoloration, may last for 
several months. However, connecting skin blistering to exposure to wild parsnip sap can be a challenge. The cause and effect 
are muddled by time because symptoms do not appear for around 24 hours after exposure to LWUVR and severe blistering 
doesn't peak for another 48 to 72 hours.
    Another challenge is that wild parsnip commonly grows in and around poison hemlock. Gardeners exposed to wild parsnip 
growing among poison hemlock may mistakenly blame the poison hemlock for their ultimate misery.
    While it may be too late for control, it's not too late to suffer from the toxicity of both of these plants. They will remain a 
risk until collapsing later this season. Don’t be Fooled
    Apiaceae is a large family that includes many innocuous plants. The roots of wild carrot, or Queen Anne's lace (Daucus 
carota), are sometimes eaten raw or cooked. Unfortunately, they bear a striking resemblance to poison hemlock roots and 
misidentifications have been responsible for a number of accidental poisonings.
During this week's BYGL Zoom Inservice, Erik Draper showed pictures of garden angelica (Angelica archangelica) which is 
sometimes cultivated for its edible roots and stems as well as its perceived medicinal properties. The stems are a deep purple. 
As noted above, poison hemlock stems are commonly covered in reddish-purple blotches, but those blotches may 
occasionally merge to produce an almost solid color.
    I never considered fennel (Foeniculum vulgare) to be a possible look-a-like plant for either poison hemlock or wild parsnip.
However, last season, I was told by an avid gardener that while she and a friend were walking along a trail in Ohio, her friend 
grabbed some poison hemlock seeds thinking they were fennel seeds. Thankfully, the gardener stopped her friend from eating 
them.



Have you ever eaten a pawpaw? 
It’s Ohio’s native fruit and it’s almost in season

Object 1 
By Dan DeRoos | August 15, 2019 

    CLEVELAND, Ohio (WOIO) -Most people have no idea Ohio has an official native fruit, let alone it’s the pawpaw.
The fruit which is mainly in southern Ohio, is pretty hard to find and in season mid-to-late September.
It’s called a pawpaw because when you cut them open, the black seeds inside resemble an animals paw. More than likely 
how it got its name, the seeds on the inside of a pawpaw make it look like an animals paw. (Source: Cleveland Museum of 
Natural History) 
      The ice cream and popcorn shop Popped! in Kent has become known for the fruit because the owners grow, sell and and 
turn them into pawpaw ice cream.“Introducing people to Ohio’s only indigenous fruit is always fun!” Gwen Rosenberg, 
owner of Popped! said. “Reactions usually vary from curious and “love at first taste” to skepticism.”The taste is almost 
always described as the texture of a banana but the taste of a mango.
“They are pretty rare,” Rosenberg said who has a dozen of the fruit tree in her backyard. “We have a lot of people make a 
special trip to Popped! just to pick up some paw paws once we announce we have them. The rarity is part of what make 
them special.”While a little larger than an orange, another reason people may not have tasted them, is according to 
Rosenberg, you have one day to eat them when they are ripe. 
   “They have to be enjoyed within a day of ripening or the flavor can become less tropical and more astringent. A perfectly 
ripe paw paw is such a treat, it changes your whole attitude about what Ohio grown fruit can be,” Rosenberg said.
There is even an Ohio Pawpaw Fest held every year in Lake Snowden and Albany.
This year will mark the 21st year for the festival that runs September 13-14.
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Officials: Timber thieves stealing trees from state parks, forestry land  by Angela An 
Officials: Timber thieves stealing trees from state parks, forestry land  by Angela An 

              A crime trend that is taking state investigators deep into the woods. People are stealing trees in state parks, forestry 
land and even private property.

“It’s not like it's a flower being pulled out of flower bed,” says Lt. Carl Vance with the State Division of Parks and 
Watercraft. “It takes years and years and years for these to grow back,”

Lt. Vance says it’s easy to spot when someone has cut down a tree illegally. There are usually drag marks in the 
ground showing where timber thieves managed to drag 1200 lb. sections of white oak or walnut from the forests to their 
trailers.

“It’s damaging other trees, hurting the forest itself,” says Lt. Vance. “It’s very sad to see how someone will come in 
and destroy our state forest that everybody owns.”

Jim Savage owns a tree farm near Chillicothe. He never thought it would happen to him until this year. His neighbor
lost two trees and he lost one.

“There was about an 18-20 in. tree about 100 feet high that had been cut off at the stump,” Savage says describing 
that snowy day in January. He thinks the trees were 100-125 years old.

“The other kind of aggravating thing is that when it fell, it knocked down 2-3 other smaller walnut trees that I was 
hoping to grow to increase the property.”

What’s driving the timber theft in Ohio are two factors: drugs and the rising cost of timber materials. That’s why 
state investigators with Parks and Watercraft, Division of Forestry, Land Management Administration, and others constantly 
work investigations that take them throughout southern Ohio. 

“We work well with the sawmills,” Lt. Vance explains. “We keep in contact with them to see when people are 
bringing logs in that actually aren’t loggers.”

Lt. Vance says some sawmill companies will refuse to buy logs from people who are known timber thieves. Sawmill
owners lose the money if investigators find enough evidence to confiscate a log.

“This is pure vandalism, felony theft,” says Vance with some anger in his voice. “This is no different than someone 
coming to your house and you have a tree in your front yard for shade and they say, ‘I’m going to take that tree home with 
me today.’”

Catching timber thieves in the act can prove difficult given the hundreds of thousands of wooded acres that cover 
much of Ohio. Lt. Vance says the thieves work day and night, year-round.

“They’ll steal off of you just as quick as they steal off anyone else.”
If you are a logger, click here to learn more on how to responsibly cut trees.



Auction Auction  Auction!!!

Bring all the items you can carry for the camp
canopy auction!
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________

  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 778, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

Open Mic, Member's Photo Show, AUCTION

November 14th

OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH. 

Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

Our usual format of covered dish will be observed……
 we’ll eat at 6:15 with the presentation at 7:00


